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A. Positions and Honors

Since January 2003:

Syrian Center For Tobacco Studies, Aleppo, Syria

Main Biostatistician, data manager and Clinical Lab Manager

The center is the first health research center in Syria; the center is an international collaboration between the University of Memphis, USA, Virginia Commonwealth University, USA, and the University of Muenster, Germany
Recently the center has been recognized with the Hamdan Award for best medical institute in the Arab world for the year 2007-2008

http://www.scts-sy.org/
Since January 2003

University of Aleppo - Medical School Aleppo, Syria 

Faculty, Pathology Department, Aleppo School of Medicine, Syria – Teaching pathology, Biostatistics and epidemiology for medical students and post-graduate doctors

July – December – 2002:

Emory University; Atlanta, GA, USA

Epidemiology Department - Georgia Center for Cancer Statistics (SEER Program) as a data manager and analyst.

http://www.sph.emory.edu/GCCS/
May – June 2002:

American Cancer Society, Atlanta, GA, USA

Conduct the statistical analysis for the Spain study 

Jan 1998- June 2001

University of Aleppo - Medical School Aleppo, Syria 

Faculty, Pathology Department, Aleppo School of Medicine, Syria

April 1994- Dec 1997

University of Tishreen - Medical School Latakia, Syria 

Faculty, Pathology Department, Tishreen School of Medicine, Syria

B- Education

2001-2002 :
Emory University – Atlanta, GA, USA as a Humphrey Fellow in Cancer Epidemiology, Tobacco Control, & Statistics.

1991-1994
PhD in Pathology – Moscow - Russia

1989-1991
Master Degree in Pathology – U.S.S.R

1979-1985
Medical Doctor – University of Aleppo

C.  Selected peer-reviewed publications (in chronological order).

1. Maziak W, Rastam S, Ibrahim I, Ward KD, Shihadeh A, Eissenberg T.; CO exposure, puff topography, and subjective effects in waterpipe tobacco smokers.; Nicotine Tob Res. 2009 Jul;11(7):806-11.
2. Kilzieh N, Rastam S, Maziak W, Ward KD.; Comorbidity of depression with chronic diseases: a population-based study in Aleppo, Syria.; Int J Psychiatry Med. 2008;38(2):169-84.
3. Maziak W, Rastam S, Ibrahim I, Ward KD, Eissenberg T. Waterpipe-associated particulate matter emissions. Nicotine Tob Res. 2008 Mar;10(3):519-23.
4. Moukeh G, Yacoub R, Fahdi F, Rastam S, Albitar S.; Epidemiology of hemodialysis patients in Aleppo city.; Saudi J Kidney Dis Transpl. 2009 Jan;20(1):140-6.
5. Maziak W, Ali RA, Fouad MF, Rastam S, Wipfli H, Travers MJ, Ward KD, Eissenberg T. Exposure to secondhand smoke at home and in public places in Syria: a developing country's perspective. Inhal Toxicol. 2008 Jan;20(1):17-24.

6. Fouad M, Rastam S, Ward K, Maziak W. Prevalence of obesity and its associated factors in Aleppo, Syria.  Prev Control. 2006 Jun;2(2):85-94.

7. Asfar T, Ahmad B, Rastam S, Mulloli TP, Ward KD, Maziak W. Self-rated health and its determinants among adults in Syria: a model from the Middle East. BMC Public Health. 2007 Jul 25;7(147):177.

8. Maziak W, Rastam S, Mzayek F, Ward KD, Eissenberg T, Keil U. Cardiovascular health among adults in Syria: a model from developing countries.  Ann Epidemiol. 2007 Sep;17(9):713-20. Epub 2007 Jun 6.

9. Ward KD, Eissenberg T, Rastam S, Asfar T, Mzayek F, Fouad MF, Hammal F, Mock J, Maziak W.; The tobacco epidemic in Syria. Tobacco Control 2006; 15(Supp I):24-29.

10. Maziak W, Ward KD, Rastam S. Injuries in Aleppo, Syria; first population-based estimates and characterization of predominant types. BMC Public Health. 2006 Mar 13; 6:63.

11. Maziak W, Ward KD, Mzayek F, Rastam S, Bachir ME, Fouad MF, Hammal F, Asfar T, Mock J, Nuwayhid I, Frumkin H, Grimsley F, Chibli M. Mapping the health and environmental situation in informal zones in Aleppo, Syria: report from the Aleppo household survey. Int Arch Occup Environ Health 2005;78: 547-58.

12. Ward KD, Hammal F, VanderWeg MW, Eissenberg T, Asfar T, Rastam S, Maziak W. Are waterpipe users interested in quitting? Nicotine Tob Res 2005; 7(1):149-56.

13. Maziak W, Ward KD, Rastam S, et al. Extent of exposure to environmental tobacco smoke (ETS) and its dose-response relation to respiratory health among adults. Respir Res 2005;6(1):13.

14. Maziak W, Eissenberg T, Rastam S, et al. Beliefs and attitudes related to narghile (waterpipe) smoking among university students in Syria. Ann Epidemiol 2004;14(9):646-654. 

15. Rastam S, Ward KD, Eissenberg T, Maziak W. Estimating the beginning of the waterpipe epidemic in Syria. BMC Public Health. 2004 Aug 4; 4:32.

16. Maziak W, Fouad FM, Asfar T, Hammal F, Bachir EM, Rastam S, Eissenberg T, Ward KD. Prevalence and characteristics of narghile smoking among university students in Syria. Int J Tuberc Lung Dis. 2004 Jul;8(7):882-9.

17. Maziak W, Hammal F, Rastam S, et al. Characteristics of cigarette smoking and quitting among university students in Syria. Prev Med 2004;39(2):330-6.

18. Maziak W, Rastam S, Eissenberg T, et al. Gender and smoking status-based analysis of views regarding waterpipe and cigarette smoking in Aleppo, Syria. Prev Med 2004;38(4):479-84.

19. Mzayek F, Asfar T, Rastam S, Maziak W. Neoplastic diseases in Aleppo, Syria. Eur J Cancer Prev. 2002 Oct;11(5):503-7.

D- Research Support
FP7-HEALTH-2007-B

  03/09 – 08/12

MEDCHAMPS—MEDiterranean studies of Cardiovascular disease and Hyperglycaemia: Analytical Modeling of Population Socio-economic transitions. 

R01 TW007917-01


7/1/07 - 

Responding to the changing tobacco epidemic in the Eastern Mediterranean Region

R03 TW07233-01(FIRCA)

07/06 - 07/09


Develop a dependence scale for waterpipe users.

Research for international tobacco control Canada
       10/06 – 10/08

Determinants and consequences of smoking the narghile: extending the research agenda

R01 TW05962


7/1/02 - 6/30/07

Establishment of the Syrian Center for Tobacco Studies. The goal of this project is to develop capacity and infrastructure support for tobacco control efforts in the Eastern Mediterranean region, focusing on primary-care based smoking cessation intervention.

R21 TW006545


7/1/03 - 6/30/05

Health and environmental risks in informal urban settlements. The goal of this project is to assess the health status and environmental risks among residents of unincorporated urban areas in Aleppo, Syria.

E- Presentations 

1. Subjective Measures, puff topography and exposure to CO in Waterpipe users; 14th World Conference on Tobacco or Health, Mumbai, INDIA, March 8-12, 2009
2. Dependence, withdrawal and withdrawal suppression in waterpipe smokers; 13th World Conference on Tobacco or Health, Washington, D.C., USA, 9-15 July 2006.

3. Data validation in health research; Initiative for Cardiovascular Health Research in the Developing Countries (IC Health), Statistics & Data Management workshop, New Delhi, India, 22-24 March 2006.

4. Abstinence-induced withdrawal and withdrawal suppression in Syrian smokers; Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco 11th Annual Meeting and the 7th Annual SRNT European Conference, Prague, Czech Republic, 20-23 March 2005.
5. Assessment of the validity of the Arabic version of Tiffany-Drobes questionnaire of smoking urge; Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco 11th Annual Meeting and the 7th Annual SRNT European Conference, Prague, Czech Republic, 20-23 March 2005.

6. Smoking in Syria: Profile of a Developing Country; 12th World Conference on Tobacco or Health, Helsinki, Finland, 3-8 August 2003.
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